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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The US Navy has strategically positioned its assets across
various key maritime regions in West Asia to address growing
regional tensions, particularly between lIsrael and Iran. This
report provides a comprehensive overview of current US
naval deployments in the Eastern Mediterranean, Red Sea,
Persian Gulf, and Gulf of Oman.




DEPLOYMENT OVERVIEW

1. EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN

- Wasp Amphibious Ready Group (ARG)

- USS Wasp (LHD-1): Amphibious assault ship equipped
with a flight deck for aircraft and amphibious vehicles.

- USS New York (LPD-21): San Antonio-class
amphibious transport dock, supporting
amphibious operations and logistics.

- USS Oak Hill (LSD-51): Whidbey Island-class dock
landing ship, facilitating amphibious landings.

- 24th Marine Expeditionary Unit (MEU)

- Command Element: Provides leadership and
coordination for the MEU.

- Battalion Landing Team 1/8 (BLT 1/8): Infantry
battalion providing ground combat capabilities.

- Marine Medium Tiltrotor Squadron 365
(reinforced): Provides aviation support, including
MV-22 Ospreys and CH-53E Super Stallions.

- Combat Logistics Battalion 24 (CLB 24): Handles
logistics and sustainment operations.



2.RED SEA

- USS Cole (DDG-67): An Arleigh Burke-class guided missile
destroyer equipped with Aegis combat system for air defense
and surface warfare.

- USS Laboon (DDG-58): Another Arleigh Burke-class
destroyer with similar capabilities to USS Cole, providing
additional defense and combat support.

3. PERSIAN GULF

- US Coast Guard Sentinel-class Fast Response Cutters
(FRCs): Operated under Patrol Forces Southwest Asia
(PATFORSWA). These vessels are equipped for maritime
security operations and rapid response.




4. GULF OF OMAN

- Carrier Strike Group (CSG) 9

- USS Theodore Roosevelt (CVN-71): Nimitz-class
nuclear-powered aircraft carrier serving as the flagship
for CSG 9.

- USS Lake Erie (CG-70): Ticonderoga-class guided
missile cruiser, providing air defense and command
and control capabilities.

- Destroyer Squadron 23 (DESRON 23)

- USS John S. McCain (DDG-56): Arleigh Burke-class
guided missile destroyer, part of the destroyer squadron.

- USS Halsey (DDG-97): Another Arleigh
Burke-class destroyer in the squadron.

- USS Daniel Inouye (DDG-118): Arleigh Burke-class
destroyer, providing additional surface combat
capabilities.

- Carrier Air Wing Eleven (CVW-11)

- F/A-18E/F Super Hornets: Multi-role fighter aircraft.

- EA-18G Growlers: Electronic warfare aircraft.

- E-2C Hawkeyes: Airborne early warning and control aircraft.

- C-2A Greyhounds: Carrier onboard delivery aircraft.
- MH-60R/S Sea Hawks: Multi-role helicopters.



STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS

1. REGIONAL STABILITY:

The presence of US naval assets across these regions
enhances the ability to project power and maintain a rapid
response capability amid rising tensions between Israel and
Iran.

2. MARITIME SECURITY:

Deployments in the Red Sea and Persian Gulf focus on
securing key maritime routes and countering potential threats
from regional adversaries.

3. AMPHIBIOUS OPERATIONS:

The Wasp ARG and 24th MEU provide flexibility for
amphibious operations and humanitarian assistance,
demonstrating a robust capability to respond to crises and
support allied nations.

4. AIR SUPERIORITY:

Carrier Strike Group 9, with its attached air wing, ensures air
superiority and readiness for potential conflict scenarios,
particularly in the Gulf of Oman.



CHALLENGES

1. OPERATIONAL SECURITY:
Increased regional tensions may lead to heightened threats
against naval assets, requiring stringent security measures.

2. COORDINATION WITH ALLIES:

Ensuring effective coordination with allied naval forces and
regional partners is critical for maintaining strategic objectives
and operational effectiveness.

3. REGIONAL DYNAMICS:

The complex security environment, including potential
confrontations with Iran and other regional actors,
necessitates a flexible and responsive naval posture.
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RECOMMENDATICNS

1. ENHANCE MARITIME SURVEILLANCE:
Increase maritime surveillance and reconnaissance to
detect and counter potential threats in the region.

2. STRENGTHEN ALLIANCES:
Continue to coordinate with regional allies and partners
to enhance collective security and operational support.

3. PREPARE FOR RAPID RESPONSE:
Maintain readiness for rapid deployment and
operational adjustments in response to evolving
regional threats and crises.
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