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POLITICAL CRISIS




Executive Summary

Ongoing political activities and protests in Bangladesh, such as
demands for a change in government policies and an end to job
age restrictions, alongside international responses to people like
Muhammad Yunus, herald uncertainty in the country. These
events can shake the economy of Bangladesh, test regional
relations with India, and even affect the broader geopolitical
situation in South Asia. India should build more diplomatic
relations with Bangladesh, focusing on economic cooperation and
political stability in that country, while closely monitoring regional
players as the situation develops. While keeping strategic
recommendations in mind, the significance of an important
implication that the sociopolitical landscape in Bangladesh has
evolved is identified.

INTELLIGENGE WEEK : INSPIRE. INNOVATE. INFLUENGE.




Background

Historical Context: Bangladesh has long experienced political
volatility, with frequent regime changes, widespread protests,
and challenges to governance. The current political environment
reflects deep-rooted frustrations, particularly over economic
issues, job prospects, and governance transparency.

Current Developments: Recent protests have largely
concentrated in Dhaka, with greater demands for increasing the
age barrier for government employment—a reflection of mass-
level concerns among Bangladesh's youth about the absence of
jobs and economic opportunities. International focus on
Muhammad Yunus adds another dimension to external influences
in domestic Bangladeshi politics, with internal diaspora groups
also becoming increasingly active. The political situation in
Bangladesh is significant for India and other South Asian
neighbors because of the strategic location of this country in
their regional economic frameworks, such as SAARC ‘and
BIMSTEC. This potential instability ean really stretch regional
alliances and-economic partnerships.
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Strategic Analysis

Geopolitical implications: Protests and political unrest in
Bangladesh could weaken the current government, paving the
way for regime change or a drastic shift in policies. This spells
uncertainty for regional powers like India, which relies on stable
relationships with Bangladesh for economic and security
cooperation.

Economic Impact: The job security and government employment-
centered protests may further degrade investor confidence in the
long run, damaging Bangladesh's economy. The involvement of
diaspora groups and international protest actions, such as those
in Geneva, would also undermine foreign aid and international
investments, even from the West.
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Security Considerations: Long-term instability may lead to
domestic disorder spilling over borders into other countries,
including India. Another challenge that can affect Indian interests
in the region is the possibility of external actors using
Bangladesh's situation to further regional strategic interests,
such as China's growing engagement. This will strain the very
fabric of Bangladesh, with raging youth discontent, labor unrest,
and political repression forcing protests. A high-profile mention
of figures such as Muhammad Yunus may only exacerbate
polarization and shape both the country's domestic governance
and its relations with the world.

SEGURITY
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Scenario Analysis

Best Case: An effective response by the government using
reforms, such as changes to job age limits and regional economic
policies, could dissipate tensions without major disruptions to
regional stability.

Most Likely Event: Continued demonstrations and political
pressures could further weaken the existing government,
compelling either a change in leadership or a compromise that
alters Bangladesh's domestic and foreign policies, affecting
relations with neighbors, particularly India.

Worst Case Scenario: Prolonged instability with violent clashes
and international intervention could lead to the possible collapse
of the regime, creating a regional security crisis for neighboring
states, including India and China, and resulting in wider instability
in South Asia.
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Regional Security Organizations: Organizations like SAARC should
be better positioned to address the potential spillover of unrest
from Bangladesh, and India needs to strengthen its security at its
borders with Bangladesh. Regional coordination between
intelligence agencies should also be encouraged to monitor
threats that may arise from political instability.

Policy Recommendations: Targeted sanctions or diplomatic
measures could pressure the Bangladeshi government into
meaningful political reform from the West and the international
community. Support for inclusive political dialogue between the
government and the opposition could serve as a long-term
foundation for stability in the meantime.
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Conclusion

The underlying systemic issues in Bangladesh—the current
political and social turbulence—pose a threat of regional
instability, particularly for India and South Asia. Clearly, in the face
of regime changes and economic challenges in Bangladesh,
regional actors need to anticipate steps that would ensure this
country remains stable and a good cooperative partner. During
these turbulent times, Indian influence will play a key role in
safequarding strategic interests in the region.
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