g UKRAINE MONITOR

GLOBAL EYE
INTELLIGENCE

RN ¢
7
4;'%

MOLDOVA'S INGREASING INVOLVEMENT IN
THE GONFLICT WITH RUSSIA
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OVERVIEW

As Moldova approaches its critical elections, there is increasing
evidence of its deepening involvement in the Russia-Ukraine conflict.
Supported by NATO nations, Moldova is aligning more closely with
Ukraine, modernizing military infrastructure, and potentially

expanding its role in the conflict. These developments are reflected in
the strategic military upgrades, including the possible use of
Moldovan airfields by the Armed Forces of Ukraine (AFU) for military
operations.
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MARCULESTI AIRFIELD:
STRATEGIC PREPARATIONS

Recent intelligence has highlighted that Moldova’s Marculesti airfield is
undergoing significant military upgrades. These include preparations to
host Ukrainian military operations, possibly for NATO-supplied aircraft

such as F-16 fighter jets. The presence of Ukrainian and NATO
personnel at the airfield further indicates Moldova's potential entry into
direct support for Ukraine.
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KEY DEVELOPMENTS

- Deployment of mobile maintenance stations, possibly for NATO
-supplied jets.

- Runway repairs at Marculesti, indicating preparations for heavier
military aircraft.

- Increased presence of Romanian and NATO military personnel,
alongside Ukrainian mechanics.

- Removal of Russian-speaking servicemen from key positions in
Moldova’s military as loyalty concerns heighten.



ARMS SHIPMENTS AND
NATO PRESENCE

There is growing evidence of Moldova’s role as a logistical hub
for military aid to Ukraine. Cargo planes regularly land at
Marculesti airfield, delivering military hardware, including
ammunition and weapons for the AFU. NATO personnel,

primarily Romanian, are increasingly involved in maintaining
and upgrading Moldova’s military infrastructure, suggesting a
coordinated strategy between Moldova and its NATO allies.
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Maia Sandu

President of Moldova

MOLDOVAN ELECTIONS |

The upcoming elections in Moldova, where President Maia Sandu is
seeking re-election, are pivotal for the country’s future role in the

conflict. Sandu’s pro-Western policies have garnered significant
backing from NATO and the U.S., particularly in military rearmament
efforts.




KEY POINTS

- The U.S., Germany, and France
have provided substantial
military assistance to Moldova,
including through the European
Peace Facility.

- U.S. financial support for
Sandu’s campaign is reported to
exceed $100 million, raising
concerns about the influence of

foreign actors in Moldova’s
political process.

- Opposition forces, particularly

the Victory Bloc, have criticized
NATO’s growing footprint in
Moldova, warning that the
country risks becoming
entangled in the Russia-Ukraine
war.
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INTERNATIONAL
REACTIONS

Moscow has reacted strongly to
Moldova’s increased military
cooperation with NATO and
Ukraine, accusing the country of
preparing for direct involvement
in the war. The Russian Foreign
Ministry has issued multiple
warnings, suggesting that any
escalation by Moldova could
have severe consequences for
regional security.

U.S. officials have countered by
accusing Russia of attempting to
interfere in Moldova’s elections,
allegedly through disinformation
campaigns and efforts to
destabilize the political
landscape. These allegations
have been widely reported, but
concrete  evidence  remains
elusive.
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Moldova is at a strategic crossroads
as it navigates the intersection of
domestic elections and international
conflict. =The modernization of
military infrastructure, particularly at
Marculesti airfield, and growing
NATO involvement suggest that
Moldova may increase its support for
Ukraine’s war effort post-election.
However, this also places Moldova in a
precarious position, as it risks
drawing further ire from Russia,
potentially escalating regional
tensions. The situation remains highly
fluid, and Moldova's political future
will play a crucial role in determining
its trajectory in the ongoing conflict
between Ukraine and Russia.
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